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SUB J : EWG MEETING OCT 30 ON BASIC ISSUES OF DEFENSE PLANNING 

TEXT OF STATEMENT ON ANTI-ARMOR CIRCULATED BY US REP AT EWG 
MEETING OCTOBER 30 FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

STATEMENT BY THE UNITED STATES ON NATO ANTI-TANK PROGRAM 

THE MIDDLE EAST WAR TENTATIVELY CONFIRMS VALUE OF ANTI- 
TANK WEAPONS. IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, THE U.S. AND REPUBLIC OF 
VIETNAM FORCES HAD GREAT SUCCESS AGAINST NORTH VIETNAMESE TANKS, 
WITH WEAPONS AS DIVERSE AS M-48 MEDIUM TANK, LAW AND TOW. UH-1 
MOUNTED TOW HIT ON 26 OF 27 FIRINGS IN VIETNAM. FIELD SIMULA- 
TIONS OF TOW/M- 1 13 VERSUS TANKS SHOW ABOUT A 3-TO-l EXCHANGE 
RATIO IN FAVOR OF TOW (CONFIRMED BY GERMAN STUDIES PRESENTED TO 
NATO DEFENSE PLANNING WORKSHOP). TOW-EQUIPPED HELICOPTERS AGAINST 
LEOPARD AND VULCAN IN SIMULATIONS IN GERMANY HAD A FAVORABLE 
EXCHANGE RATIO OF 18 TO 1. WE NOTE RECENT AC/243 PANEL VII 
REPORT THAT CONCLUDED THAT NATO COULD OFFSET THE ADVANTAGE OF 
WARSAW PACT IN NUMBERS OF TANKS BY INCREASING DENSITY OF HEAVY 
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ANTI-TANK WEAPONS (HAW) AND MEDIUM ANTI-TANK WEAPONS (MAW) AND 
BY TAKING OTHER MEASURES OF RELATIVELY LOW COST. 

THE U.S. RECOMMENDS THAT NATO CONSIDER LARGE, DEFINITE 
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PROGRAMS FOR INFANTRY HEAVY AND MEDIUM ANTI-TANK WEAPONS. A 
TWO-PHASE PROGRAM IS SUGGESTED BELOW. DISCUSSION AND FIGURES 
APPLY TO CENTER REGION, FOR WHICH WE HAVE DATA. WE DO NOT HAVE 
ADEQUATE DATA FOR OTHER REGIONS, BUT RECOMMENDATIONS PROBABLY 
WILT. APPLY THERE AS WELL. IN THE FIRST PHASE, ALL OLDER, LESS 
CAPABLE WEAPONS SHOULD BE REPLACED ON A ONE-FOR-ONE BASIS BY 
NEWER, MORE CAPABLE WEAPONS; PHASE ONE WOULD INVOLVE: 

A. RETENTION OF EXISTING FULLY CAPABLE WEAPONS (E.G., 

TOW, JPZ KANONE, M551); 

B. REPLACEMENT OF OBSOLESCENT HEAVY INFANTRY WEAPONS 
(E.G., SS-11, 106RR) WITH A MODERN HEAVY ANTI-TANK 
WEAPON ON A ONE-FOR-ONE BASIS; 

C. REPLACEMENT OF OBSOLESCENT MEDIUM WEAPONS (E.G., KARL 
GUSTAV, 90MM RR) WITH A MODERN MEDIUM ANTI-TANK 
WEAPON ON A ONE-FOR-ONE BASIS. 

THESE STEPS WOULD RESULT IN MORE THAN 14,000 CAPABLE WEAPONS IN 
PLACE IN THE CENTER REGION. 

IN THE SECOND PHASE, THE NUMBER OF WEAPONS IN MANEUVER 
AND RECONNAISSANCE UNITS WOULD BE INCREASED. THE U.S. ARMY, 

FOR EXAMPLE, WILL REPLACE THREE ENTAC, SIX 106MM RR, AND 18 
90 MM RR PER INFANTRY BATTALION WITH 18 TOW AND 27 DRAGON. THE 
GREATER THAN ONE-FOR-ONE REPLACEMENT PERMITS A LARGER FRACTION 
OF THE AVAILABLE TANK FLEET TO BE USED AS THE STRIKE FORCE IN THE 
MOBILE DEFENSE. 

THE NUMBERS OF U.S. ANTI TANK WEAPONS REFLECT TAILORING 
TO THE PROJECTED STRUCTURE OF U.S. FORCES AND TO THE THREAT 
FORECAST FOR THE LATE 1970'S. SINCE THESE FACTORS WILL DIFFER 
FOR VARIOUS NATIONS, THE RATIO OF HEAVY ANTI-TANK WEAPONS TO 
MEDIUM ANTI-TANK WEAPONS MIGHT WELL BE DIFFERENT. FURTHER 
DETAILED NATIONAL STUDIES FOR EACH ARMY WOULD BE REQUIRED IN 
THIS SECOND PHASE. 
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THE UNITED STATES SUGGESTS THE FOLLOWING EWG RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO MINISTERS IN DECEMBER: 

A. A PHASE ONE ANTI-TANK PROGRAM REPLACING OLDER WEAPONS 
ON A ONE-FOR-ONE BASIS TO BE FULLY PROGRAMMED BY 
END-1974. 

B. A PHASE TWO PROGRAM INCREASING DENSITIES OF WEAPONS 
IN MANEUVER AND RECONNAISSANCE BATTALIONS BASED ON 
NATIONAL STUDIES. 

C. BOTH PHASES TO BE IMPLEMENTED BY END-1977. 
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D. CONTINUE PRESENT TANK, BARRIER AND ATTACK HELICOPTER 
PROGRAMS. 

E. PROVIDE A SUITABLE MIX OF AIR ANTI- ARMOR WEAPONS, AS 
MAY BE DETERMINED IN THE PLANNING FOR WAR RESERVE 
STOCKS. END TEXT 

MCAULIFFE 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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